


Introduction Clarkdale General Plan

they want a good place for their children to grow up; they want a clean, healthy environment, they want good

jobs and a strong economy, and they want a place that will retain all the good parts as the Town grows.

Defining the common values of the community is a starting point for creating a dialogue to address the inevi

table differences. There will undoubtedly be many differences of opinion with the details; it is the nature of

a vision program to explore those differences in order to better define the common goals. It is not expected

that there would be unanimous agreement on every goal for the Town but instead there can be a blending of

opinions that clarifies our collective aspirations, hopes and dreams. Consensus is desirable but not required. A

willingness to work together to discover areas of agreement is the starting point for developing a community

vision program.

The purpose of the Vision Program is to identify key values and goals that are shared by the citizens of

Clarkdale so as to provide a foundation for developing the General Plan. Although the General Plan is pri

marily a planning document to guide physical, long-range, and comprehensive decisions related to growth and

development of the town, it is also important to recognize commonly-held values of the community that may

be less tangible. The General Plan may be technical, legal and complex but people still have a deeper sense of

understanding of what the town means to them in terms of identity, history and meaning.

Establishing a community vision statement is a way to identify and talk about those ideas of meaning and

value. The value-based ideas of the vision plan serve as the foundation for setting the physical goals for future

development and growth that may occur in the town.

THE VISION PROCESS

The process to develop a community vision is based on a series of steps that are defined by the following ques

tions. This series of questions can be applied to the overall state of the community, as well as to each separate

issue.

1. Where are we now?

Identify existing conditions that are shaping the community. Develop a baseline of information on

various topics, including land use, environmental issues, natural resources, economics, demographics

and social issues.

2. Where are we going?

Identify ongoing trends that are shaping the community. Trend analysis can look at a range of scenarios

based on different levels of input. For example, the impacts of high, medium or low growth rates can

be considered.

3. Where do we want to be?

Identify common goals shared by a diversity of interests in Clarkdale. Categorize and prioritize the

values and goals that are identified. This is the core of the vision program.

4. How do we get there?

Incorporate this information into both the short-range and long-range planning and implementation

process. Identify partnerships and collaborators, compatible programs, budget and resource needs and

opportunities, and time lines.
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MAJOR THEMES: A Shared Vision for Clarkdale's Future

Vision statements are big, broad and comprehensive. They take in the whole town and everybody who

lives, works and has an interest there. Start with a selection of major categories and review what these

mean to people.

Environment: The natural environment within and surrounding the town is very important.

Economy: The economic well being of the community is critically important.

Lifestyle: Family-oriented, small town qualities are critical aspects that define the town.

Community: Family, neighborhood and community are key values that define the shared vision

for Clarkdale.

GENERAL ISSUES FOR CLARKDALE

• Preserve Small Town Character

• Enhance Neighborhood Qualities

• Protect Natural Environment

• Protect Verde River

• Protect and Improve Water Resources

• Improve Recreational Opportunities

• Encourage Affordable Housing Opportunities

• Encourage Mixed Use in Historic Downtown

• Provide Efficient Transportation System

• Ensure Efficient Growth Patterns

• Improve Existing Roadways

• Buffer Residential Uses from Non-residential Uses

• Provide Adequate Infrastructure for Growing Community

GUIDING PRINCIPALS

A series of Guiding Principles is established to identify the main points and themes that define the values and

vision of the community. These concepts provide a framework for advancing the interests of the General Plan

in terms of physical, comprehensive and long-range planning.

1. Protect Small Town Qualities

Preserve small town atmosphere and character.

Improve neighborhood qualities.

Improve neighborhood recreational opportunities.

Buffer incompatible non-residential uses from residential areas.

2. Improve Transportation System

Improve existing roadways.

3. Preserve Natural Environment

Protect natural environment and open space.

Protect Verde River corridor.

Protect and improve water resources.

4. Support Economic Vitality

Support historic downtown revitalization
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Provide adequate infrastructure for growing community

Support appropriate economic development.

Encourage affordable housing opportunities.

Encourage mixed use development

COMMUNITY VISION STATEMENTS RATINGS OF IMPORTANCE

Please rate each of the following statements for None, Low, Medium or High level of importance.

1. Maintain small town atmosphere with slow, carefully planned development.

NONE LOW MEDIUM HIGH

2. Protect the natural resources and open space areas in and around Clarkdale.

NONE LOW MEDIUM HIGH

3. Recognize the importance of the Verde River corridor.

NONE LOW MEDIUM HIGH

4. Provide recreational opportunities at die neighborhood level, such as parks, playgrounds and

NONE LOW MEDIUM HIGH

5. Protect and improve the historic areas, including the downtown commercial area and surrounding

residential neighborhoods.

NONE LOW MEDIUM HIGH

6. Provide non-automobile transportation facilities, including sidewalk systems, bicycle routes and public

bus routes.

NONE LOW MEDIUM HIGH

1.14



Clarkdale General Plan Introduction

COMMUNITY VISION ISSUES RATING

On a scale of 1-4, from No Importance to Very Important, please choose one category for each question.

1. 2. 3. 4.

No Minimum Somewhat Very

Importance Importance Important Important

Land Use and Neighborhood Issues

1. Preserve small town atmosphere and character.

2. Improve neighborhood qualities

3. Encourage mixed-use infill development. _,

4. Support downtown improvement efforts.

5. Support appropriate economic development

6. Encourage affordable housing opportunities. .__

7. Buffer residential uses from non-residential uses.

8. Ensure efficient growth patterns.

9. Provide adequate infrastructure for.

Transportation

10. Improve street circulation system.

11. Support alternate modes transportation.

12. Pave dirt roads.

Open Space and Natural Resources

13. Protect natural environment and open space.

14. Protect Verde River corridor.

15. Protect and improve water resources.

16. Improve recreational opportunities.

Other Issues

17.

18.

19.
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l.j GLOSSARY

Activity Center: An area planned for more intensive development than surrounding
areas that is intended to provide greater opportunities and concentrations for
employment, commerce, transportation, culture, and general civic life.

Affordable Housing: A general term meant to address a wide range of housing needs
for various segments of the community so as to ensure residents can qualify for
home ownership thereby addressing the long-term well-being and stability of the

entire Town.

Alternate Modes Transportation: Alternatives to single-occupant automobile travel
are considered as alternate modes of transportation, including walking, bicycling,

public transit, carpooling, and telecommuting.

Buffering: Method to separate different types of uses and different levels of intensity'
ofuse from each otner by means of a strip of land that may include landscaping,

berms and/or fencing or walls.

Capital Improvement Program: The CIP is the Town's annual program to plan for the
long-term needs of the citizens through budgeting for infrastructure, equipment,
buddings and other resources necessary to sustain the well being of the Town.

Clustered Development: Residential or mixed use development that occurs on reduced-

size lots and built closer together allowing other lanas in proximity' to be preserved
as open space, recreationalareas or undeveloped areas.

Codes, Covenants and Restrictions (CC & R's): CC& R's are private deed restrictions
placed on properties and are typically associated with subdivisions. The Town
has no involvement or responsibilities with management of these types of private
contracts between private property owners.

Deed Restrictions: Private regulations that are created and recorded by property' owners
for their property so as to specify certain restriction associated with the use and

development of that property. The Town has no involvement or responsibilities
with management of these types of private contracts between private property'

owners.

Density: A ratio of residential units or population to an area of land, typically measured

as units per acre.

Development: Any of a wide range of activities associated with building activity,
construction, changing the use or appearance of a structure or property, increasing

activity by adding more dwelling units, floor area or number or businesses, division
of land, changing the natural features of the land, removing structures, clearing
land in association with construction, adding materials, or other activities that refer

to the act or result of such development.
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General Plan: The General Plan is a document required by state statutes to provide

guidance and direction for long-range development decisions in the Town. It is
primarily a guide for physical development but it also provides a legal basis for
certain land use decisions, such as a change of zoning.

Growth Management: Enacting specific plans and programs designed and intended to
achieve public purposes associated with guiding and controlling the type, location,
quality, scale, rate, sequence or timing of development throughout the Town in a
manner that reinforces community goals, values and concerns.

Implementation: The act of causing a plan or program to be enacted through prioritizing,

establishing budgets and funding, assigning staff and other resources, and monitoring
and assessing the outcome of such activities.

Improvements: All types of construction associated with development that address

the interconnection with the community infrastructure, including roadways,

transportation systems, drainage features, site grading, utility lines and other

similar features.

Infill Development: Development that occurs on vacant sites, whether residential or

non-residential, in proximity to existing development and existing infrastructure so
as to provide more efficient'patterns ofdevelopment within the Town.

Infrastructure: Various physical improvements and utility systems that support and

define a standard of development associated with developed populations, including

roads, flood control projects, water, sewer, power, communications and other

similar utility systems.

Ingress and Egress: Used to describe access to a site or building where ingress refers to

entranceand egress refers to exit.

Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA): Specific contractual agreements between

governmental entities, typically enacted by elected officials, to address issues of

common concern.

Master Plan: A comprehensive approach for planning the development of a specific site or
area that considers such development in terms of an integrated program to address
physical, economic, social and environmental concerns, as well as associated
program management, public input and implementation techniques.

Minor Land Division: A part of the Subdivision Regulations that allows land to be split
into no more than three parcels where no new roads are included and that allows a

more streamlined and less restrictive approach.

Mixed Use: Developments that include a mix of land uses, such as residential, commercial,
cultural and recreational, that are developed, planned and designed in a coordinated
and/or complimentary manner.
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Multi-Modal Transportation: Transportation systems planned to allow more than one
mode of travel in an overlapping or redundant condition throughout an area would
be considered as meeting the intent of providing multiple mooes of transportation

so as to address issues of overall system efficiency.

NACOG - Northern Arizona Council of Governments: The regional group that assists
communities, government agencies and citizens with the coordination of a number

of social, environmental and economic programs.

Open Space: Undeveloped public or private lands that are designated as such to address
resource protection, environmentally sensitive areas, generally less developable
areas and otherwise provide a context for surrounding development. Such areas
may allow certain limited activities, including passive recreational activities,
ranching and agriculture, and certain public facilities, including water treatment

facilities and flood control structures but would otherwise not include development

of roads or buildings.

Planned Area Development or Planned Unit Development: A comprehensive approach

to development of a project that typically includes a mix of uses, subdivision of
land, open space designation and the creation of specific zoning rules in a way that

allows specific design objectives to be addressed in a unique and flexible manner

that benefits the developer and the public at large.

Redevelopment: The act of assisting an existing area by addressing improvements to
public infrastructure and/or helping associated businesses with various economic

assistance programs.

Regional Planning: Programs in which various governmental jurisdictions and entities

come together to plan for common interests, whether as physical or social programs,

typically resulting in non-binding policy statements that can then be used by those
jurisdictions for integration into tiieir own policies and programs as a basis for

implementation.

Subdivision: Within incorporated municipalities the division of land into four or more
lots or two or more lots if a new road is involved, or division of land within a
previously recorded plat, or within projects including areas of undivided common

interest.

Zoning Code: The principal legal document mat defines the allowable uses of land
and property within the Town by establishing a system of Zoning Districts and
an official Zoning Map and further defining such districts by describing such

uses, as well as the minimum required development standards and procedures for

development of such property.
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